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Eccleſiaſtes VIII. i. 


I counſel thee to keep the K1NG's 


' Commandment, and that in regard 


of the Oath of GO D. 


DENT Otwithſtanding Men differ 2 1 


in their ſeveral Opinions concern- 
ing Humane Authority; and enter- 


== al tain ſuch various Notions about 
ere 


— — ——— 


- +. 


nerally agreed upon by all Sides, that it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary there ſhould be ſuch a Thing as 
Government : and the common Voice of Reaſon 
(as well as the Practice of all Ages from the firſt 


beginning of the World) plainly declares that 


the 


the Riſe and original Foundation 
of Civil Government: yet it is ge- 


XY 191 
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the univerſal Good of Mankind can in no wiſe 
be carried on without it. 


So forcible is this Truth, that it has univer- 
flly prevailed among all Men; and we cannot 
find, either from ſacred or prophane Hiſtory, 
that ever there was any People or Nation under 

the Sun but what have had ſome fort of Govern- 
ment among them. e 8 


The more Polite and Civiliꝛ'd they have 
been, tlie better indeed and more regular have 
been the Forms and Methods they have pitch'd 
upon; and the more underſtanding they have 
been, the more wiſely have they contriv'd for 
the Publick Good, and the ter Care has 
been taken to provide for, and ſecure the Peace 
and Quiet of the whole Community. 


But ſuch has been the conſtant Practice of all 
Nations, that the ſuperior and governing Part 
have had Power and Authority to require Obe- 
dience and Submiſſion from the zxferior and go- 
verxed : and accordingly have inſiſted upon ſome 
Security, either by Word or upon Oath, from 
their reſpeQive Members, that they ſhall live 


quietly and peaceably, and obſerve the publick 


Rules and Orders of the Society to which they 


- The Reaſonableneſs of this Proceedure is ſo 
plain and ſelf-evident, that he muſt be 1 8 
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blind who does not perceive it; for if Men were 


in a State of ay, rags and there was no ſuch 
Thing as Diſtinction of Superiour and Inferiour, 


the natural Reſult and neceſſary Conſequence 
thereof would be this, that every Perſon being 
left to his own Liberty, to act as ſhould be moſt 
agreeable and pleaſing to him, without any 
Reſtraint or Controul, the whole World would 


be all Confuſion and Diſorder. 1 


From hence it appears to be the Intereſt of 


Mankind in general that Government ſhould 
be kept up and maintain'd ; but becauſe Men 


are ſo partial to themſelves, as through Pride, 


Ambition, or Revenge, to overlook and diſre- 
gard the Publick Good, when it ſtands in Com- 


petition with their own private Advantage: 
God in his Wiſdom has thought fit not to leave 


us to the Guidance and Direction of natural 


Reaſon only, but has alſo by his reveaPd Will 
more ſtrongly enforc'd our Obligation to con- 


tribute in our ſeveral Capacities towards pro- 
moting the publick Good and common Welfare 


of Society. 


In order whereunto we are commanded #9 
ftudy and follow after thoſe Things which make for 
Peace, to obſerve thoſe Diſtinctions which Pro- 
vidence has thought fit to appoint, and ſtrictly 


and inviolably (not only for Wrath, but alſo for 


Conſcience ſake) to keep to thoſe Promites and 
Engagements we have made, not to diſturb 
* Dp: <= the 


x 
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the Peace and Quiet of the Government undet 
which we live. LED 


Thus Chriſtianity enjoins us to be ſaljebt to the 
higher Powers, to ſubmit our ſelves to every Ordi. 
ance of Mah for the Lord's Sake, and to obey 
that Authority Which Providence las ſet over 
us: And thus of Old were the Jens call'd upon 
by the inſpir'd Writets of thoſe Times to honour 
the King, and live in Obedience to the Govern- 
ment which was eftabl{Wd among them. I. 
counſel thee (ſays Solomon in my Text) 10 keep 
the King's Commandment, and that in repard of the 
Oath of God. LS! „35 


In diſcourſing upon which Words I propoſe to 
conſider them, „ 


I. As they related particularly to the People 
bf 1/rael. 5 e 


II. As they contain the Ground and Reaſon 
of our Obedience to Government. 


To begin with the firſt. 


The Children of Iſrael were God's peculiar 
People, whom he had {ſeparated from the Nati- 
ons Ot the Earth, and took into his more imme— 
diate Protection, above any other People what- 
ſocver. He ar firſt (by the Hand of Mues and 
Aaron) deliver'd thera from Ay: Bondage 


and 
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and Slavery, took upon him the Government 
of them, and appointed Laws for their Civil as 


well as Religious Polity. Thus they continued 


for a long while under a Theocracy, till be- 


coming ſtif-neck'd and perverſe, out of a vain 


and fooliſh Affectation of being like the other 
Nations which were round about them, they 


deſired to have a King of their own, who 


might go out before them to fight their Bat- 
tels, and preſcribe Laws unto them. By way 


__ of Puniſhment to their Folly and obſtinate Per- 
verſneſs in rejecting him from being their Go- 
vernour, God complied with their Deſire, and 


gave them a King to rule over them, whom 
he inveſted with full Power and abſolute Au- 
Thority to require their Obedience and Submil- 
dion in all Things whatſoever (provided they 
did not contradict any antecedent Divine Law) 
which he ſhould think fit to command. 


The Regal Government being thus eſta- 


bliſh'd, it was cuſtomary at the Inauguration 


of their Kings that rhere ſhould be a mutual 
Covenant and Agreement before the Lord be- 


tween the King and People, whereby the for- 
mer oblig'd himſelf to govern according to 


God's Laws, and the latter promis'd to bear 


true Allegiance and Fidelity to him. Thus 
we read (a) when David was anointed King 


. 4 FO 


n 


er 9 — * * 7 g% * + * m* * 
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(a) 2 Sam. 6. 3. . 
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over all 1/rac! in Hebron, that there was a League 
between hini and the People before the Lord. So 
(G) it is ſaid, that at the Inauguration of King 
Solomon the Princes and mighty Mzn, and all the 
Sons of David, ſubmitted themſelues unto him. 
What in our Tranſlation is ſubmitted themſelves, 
in the Original is gave their Hand under him, 
which may very juſtly be ſuppoſed to ſignify 
their promiſing upon Oath to be ſubject and 
obedient to him; the giving of, or putting the 
Hand under, being a Ceremony and Form of 
Swearing which was cuſtomary among the 
Old Patriarchs (c), and continued afterwards 
in uſe among the People of (4) 1/rael. 


What has now been ſaid may let us into 

the Meaning of the latter Part of my Text, 
which in the Judgment of ſome Commen- 

tator's is reckon'd capable of a Twofold In- 
terpretation. 1 


Some underſtand theſe Words, 1» Regard 
of the Oath of God, to denote the Limitation 
of the People's Obedience, and ſuppoſe that 
Solomon hereby adviſeth the People of Iſrael = 
to obſerve the King's Commandment: Salva 


— — —— — 


1 N L : : * 3 ä — 


(b) 1 Chron. 29. 24. 
(e) Gen. 24, 2, 3. and 47. 29. 


(d) Ezra 10 19. Ezek. 17. 18. 3 
tamen 
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tamen fide © conſcientia erga Deum; but ſo as 
to have all dne Regard to Conſcience and 
that Duty which they ow'd to God: That 
we ought to obe) Goa rather than Mm, is er- 
tainly and undoubtedly true; and fo far this 
firſt Interpretation is juſt and equitable : But 
I rather think the Deſign of Solomĩs is (not 
to mark out the Mcature and Limits there- 
of but) to enforce the Neceſſity of the Peo- 
ple's Obedience from the Conſideration of 
their Oath of Alle iance, by which they had 
oblig'd themſelves in the Preſence of God to 
all dutitul Submiſſion to their King: So 
that (as I take it) the Words of my Text, 
as they relate particularly to the People of 
T/raz!l, may admit of this Paraphraſe: I adviſe 
and counſel you to pay all dutiful Submiſſion 
to your King and Governour, to ubey his 
Commands in all Inſtances which are not 
contrary to God's Laws: And thus J counſel 
thee to oblerve the King's Commandment , 
not only in Point of Prudence and Humane 
Policy, becauſe he can do whatſoever pleaſe- 
eth him, and has an abſolute Power to in- 
flict Puniſhment upon ſuch as ſhall dare to 
diſobey his Commands: But upon a more 
_ weighty and religious Account, viz. becaule 
your Dilobedience will not only render you 
obnoxious to the Wrath and Diſpleaſure of 
a powerful earthly Prince, but provoke to 
Anger the great God of Heaven and Earth, 
in Whole Prelence you have oblig'd Pwr: 
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Helf by an Oath to bear true Allegiance to 
your Sovereign; and who (as you very well 
k O.) has denounc'd ſevere Threatnings a- 
gainſt all ſuch as ſhall preſume % ſwear falſiy 
by his Name, and has politively declar'd that 
e will not hold him gatiti:ſs who is not care- 
ful to perform unto the Lord his Oath. 


As to the particular Form of Government 
which was eltabliſh'd among them, the Peo- 
ple of Iſrael knew very well (by the Account 
which Samuel gave them, (a) of the Man- 
ner in which their King was to reign over 
them) that ſuch was the Conſtitution there- 
of, that their King was inveſted with an ab- 
ſolute and deſpotic Authority, that his Will 
was to be a Law unto them, and that in 
all Inſtances which were not contrary to God's 

Commands, they were to obey him without 
Reſerve: It cannot therefore be ſuppoſed that 
the Deſign of Solouon in my Text, was to 
inſtruct them in the Rules and Meaſures of 
their Obedience, or to inform them of the 
Extent of cheir King's Prerogative, but (ta- 
King it for granted that they were before- 
hand well acquaiated with the Nature and 
true Limits thereof) to preſs upon them the 
due Obſervance of that Submiſſion, which by 
an Oath before the Lord, they had promiſed 


W 


8 
hh — 
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Ca) 1 Sam. C. 
to 
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to pay to the Government they were under. 


Thus much for my firſt Head. 1 proceed 
now, 8 12 


2. In the ſecond place to conſider the Words 
of my Text, as containing the Ground and 
Reaſon of our Obedience to Government. 


That Obedience is due from Subjects to their 

I Governours, is a Truth fairly deducible from 

natural Reiton: and that it is the Duty of all 

4 Men to comply with the Laws of the parti- 
cular Conſtitutioa of the Place where they 
live, the Scriptures evidently declare. But 
the inſpir'd Writers of the Old and New. 
Teſtament having no where taken upon them 
to preſcribe any one particular Scheme or 
Model of Government, which is univerſally 
to obtain all over the World; though the 
molt proper Motives for Submiſſion to Go- 
vernours may be feteh'd from Scripture, yet 
the true Limits of the Subject's Obedience | 
are to be determined, not fo much by the _ 
Word of God, as from the Laws and Cu- | 7 
{toms of that Nation to which they belong, Fn | 
and the Nature of the Conſtitution which is | 1. 
eſtabliſhed among them. F Mes 


Among the People of Tra?! the ſupreme 

Power and Authority was lodg'd in the Per- 

ſoa of the King; in Nations therefore whoſe 
1 FF Conſti- 
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Conſtitution is exactly of the ſame Stamp, 
the like Obedience is requir'd from Subjects 
which they were bound to pay to their King. 
But in Countries where the Power of the 
Prince is under greater Limitation, there the 
Submiſſion of the People may admit of a 
Relerve, and there is no doubt to be made 
but Subjects have a Right to maintain and 
defend their Liberties, and all thoſe Rights 
and Privileges which by the Laws of the 
Land, and happy Conſtitution of the Place 
they live in, they are bleſs'd with. 


For which reaſon, becauſe the Laws and 
Conſtitutions of different Countries in many 
reſpects vary as much as the ſeveral Climates 
under which we live, it is impoſſible to pre- 
ſcribe any one particular Rule by which all 
Nations are to be guided: Wherefore Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles have thought fit only in gene- 
ral Terms to lay down the Duty of Subjects 
towards their Governours, without taking up- 
on them to determine who were the higher 
Powers. Leaving that Point to be adjuſted 
by the ſtated Cuſtoms of particular Countries, 
they enjoin it as a Duty incumbent upon all 
Chriſtians, that they be ſubject to the Powers 
that be, and ſubmit themſelves to that Autho- 
rity which the Laws of the Land and Conſti- 
tution of the Place in which Providence ſhould 
ſettle them had appointed. Fm | 


They 
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They acquaint us that Governours are the 
Miniſters of God, appointed for the common 
Good and Benefit of Society, (a) that whoſo:wer 
refiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God, 
They command us 0 be ſalject to Principalities 
and Powers, and religiouſly to obſerve that Fi- 
delity and Allegiance which we owe to thoſe 
whom the Providence of God has ordain'd to 
rule over us. 1 33 


As for the Grounds and Reaſons upon which 
our Obedience to Government is founded, 
they are many and various; ſome take their 
Force from thoſe Laws which the Voice of 
Reaſon dictates; ſome from thoſe Precepts 
and Commands which are contain'd in the 
Books of Scripture : ſome from that Perſonal 
Security, which it has been the Cuſtom among 
many Nations, for the Supreme Authority to 
require of the ſeveral Members which are un- 
der its Juriſdiction : and from thoſe Engage- 
ments and Promiſes which Subjects have 
given the Government to which they belong, 
that they will obediently ſubmit to ſuch Rules 
and Orders as the Legiſlative Power ſhall think 
fit to enjoin them to obſerve. „ 


Thus in many Countries it has been uſual 
for the People (at the Command of their Su- 


(a) Rom. 13. 2. . 
C periours) 
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periours) to oblige themſelves by ſolemn Oaths, 
and to promiſe in the Preſence of God (as 
the Children of Iſrael were wont to do) to 
pay all dutiful Submiſſion to that Authority 
which was ſet over them: *Tis upon this 
Account that Solos on in my Text counſels 
the People of Hrael, and in them all others, 
of what Country or Nation ſoever, who ſhall. 
lay themſelves under the like Obligations, to 
be religiouſly careful of performing that Obe- 
dience which they had promis'd in fo ſolemn a 
manner. 1 J 1 


He puts the main Streſs of his Argument 
upon that Regard which they ought to have 
to the Sacredneſs of an Oath, and indeed very 
juſtly ; for in reality it is, and always has 
been accounted by wiſe and underſtanding 
Nations, the greateſt Tie that can be thought 
of upon the Conſcience, and the ſtrongeſt Bond 
wherewith a Man can bind his Soul, 


An Oath is a ſolemn Appeal to Almighty 
God, as a Witneſs and Avenger. As a . 
to the Truth of what we affirm, and the 
Sincerity of our Reſolution to perform and do 
What we promiſe. As an Avenger in caſe we 
deliver for a Truth what we know or believe 
to be falſe, and do not actually deſign to per- 
wm wh we rome on: 


Tis 
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 *Tis therefore a moſt ſhameful and abomi- 
nable Practice (ſuch as no Man who is in his 14 
Zegnſes, and has any ſerious Thoughts of Re- 11 
ligion, would upon any Conſideration be guil- | 
ty of) to play faſt and looſe with Things of 
ſo ſacred a nature: *tis one of the vileſt as 
well as moſt dangerous Sins a Man can com- 
mit, one of the greateſt Affronts and Indig- 
nities he can offer to his Creator: 'tis in a 
manner as enormous a Crime as the calling 


in queſtion God's infinite Truth and Know- 5 im. 
ledge, and near as hazardous a Provocation 1 
as that of bidding Defiance to his Almighty — 
ö e ä 
Thus odious and dreadful is the Sin of 8 


wilful and deliberate Per jury, and fo diſmally 
terrible are the ſad Conſequences thereof, 
that it is wonderful and amazing how Men 
ſhould become ſo daring and preſumptuous 
as to allow themſelves in the Habit of ſo 
deteſtable a Practice. But yet, notwithſtand- 
ing God has denounc'd ſevere Judgments a- 
gainſt ſuch as ſhall rake his Name in vain: 
notwithſtanding he has given it in () Com- 
mand, that if any Man jwear an Oath to bind 
his Soul with a Bond, he ſhall not break his Word, 
but ſhall do according unto all that proczedeth out 


teeth, 1 ä 


(a) Numb. 30. 2. „ 5 
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of his Month, and has threatned to cut off 
ſuch as ſhall ſwear falſiy in his Name: It is 
true in Fact that too great a Part of Man- 
kind ſeem to have ſcarce any Regard to the 
Sacredneſs of Oaths. e 


For the Proqf of this fad and melancholy 
Truth ('tis our Misfortune that) we need 
not go far for Inſtances, but even among 
our ſelves may meet with too many diſmal 
Examples of Perſons, whoſe Principles are ſo 
corrupt, that they make no Conſcience of 
breaking through the moſt ſolemn Ties, and 
who declare by their abominable Practices, 
that they in no wiſe boggle at the Danger, 
or ſcruple the Sin of wiltul and open Perjury. 


So mightily have prevaild the many looſe 
Notions, which of late have induſtriouſly been 
ſpread abroad in order to debauch Men's Prin- 
ciples; and ſo ſucceſsful have been the En- 
deavours of ill deſigning Men, who have in- 
toxicated the Minds not only of the giddy 
Multitude, but even of Perſons who might 
reaſonably be ſuppos'd to have a better Senſe 
and Judgment of Things, that it is become 
too common (I had almoſt ſaid the reigning 
Vice of theſe Days) among many to look up- 
on thoſe Oaths which they have taken to the 
Government as Things of Courſe, and Mat- 


ters of meer Form, which are of little (if of 


any) Force. And (which is much to be h- 
„„ mented 
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mented by all ſober and ſerious Chriſtians) 


So great is the Boldneſs and barefac'd Im- 
pudence of not a few among us, that they do 
not only propagate ſuch Doctrines as tend 


to leſſen the Regard and Eſteem which it is 
natural for Men to have for the Sacredneſs 
of an Oath, but will even pretend to vindicate 
and juſtify the villanous Practices of ſuch Per- 
ſons as they can ſpirit up to act upon their 


wicked Priaciples, making no ſcruple to pro- 
nounce it not inconſiſtent with the Religion 


of a Chriſtian to take an Oath to the G0 
vernment, when at the ſame time he intends 


to keep it no longer than till he has a fair 
| Opportunity of breaking C 


„ ſuch | Notions as theſe have a very 
_ pernicious Tendency ; that they ſtrike at the 
very Root and Foundation of Religion, and 


are directly oppoſite to the Spirit of Chriſtia- 


nity, as well as entirely deſtructive of the 
Peace and Safety of any Nation wherein they 
are advanc'd : And that thoſe Perſons who. 


give into, or approve of them, are more dan- 
gerous Enemies to the Government (by rea- 


ſon they can with leſs Suſpicion endanger the 


Welfare thereof) than ſuch as openly profeſs 
and declare themſelves to be againſt it, is ſo 


plain and evident, that I ſhall not any long- 
er detain you with going about to prove what 


I am ſatisfied no one of common Senſe and 
Underſtanding can poſſibly make any doubt 


O 5 


SD : 
* 8 
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or queſtion of: But (leaving it to the ſerious 
Conſideration of all ſober People, whether or 
no upon the ſame Principles, by which Men 
pretend to vindicate themſelves or others in 
thus vilely prevaricating with God and Man, 
the greateſt Enormities whatloever may not 
be defended) haſten to apply what has now 
been ſaid, by way of Motive and Engagement, 
for our dutiful Obſervance of that Fidelity 
which we owe, and that Allegiance which we 
have promisd to His MAJESTY King 


We have now (Thanks be to God) a moſt _ 
gracious and truly Proteſtant Prince upon 


the Throne, in whoſe Inclination, as well as 


Power, it is to make us one of the happieſt 


Nations under the Sun; whoſe Deſire it is 


to protect and defend us in our Religious 
as well as Civil Rights: And who has gra- 
ciouſly condeſcended frequently to declare his 
pious Regard and tender Concern for the 
Common Good and Intereſt of us his People, 
together with his fteady Reſolution to ſup- 


Port our happy Eſtabliſhment both in Charch 


and State. His legal Right and Title to the 
Crown of theſe Kingdoms has been acknow- 
ledg'd and recogniz'd in a very publick and 
Jolemn Manner: We have (many of us) in- 
vok'd the ſacred Majeſty of Heaven and Earth 
to atteſt the Sincerity of our Reſolutions to 
maintain him in the quiet Poſſeſſion of theſe 
. 33500 Realms 
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Realms to which he has a certain and un- 
doubted Right. Let us therefore as in Duty | 
and Conſcience we are bound, ftrictly and 
inviolably obſerve thoſe Engagements we have 
laid our ſelves under. Let us ſeriouſly con- 
ſider the fad and diſmal Effects of breaking 
our Oaths and Vows; the Non-obſervance of 
which will expoſe us to God's Wrath and 
Diſpleaſure, and ſubject us to innumerable. 
| Difficulties both here and hereafter. . 


Let us not be guilty of ſo baſe a Prevarica- 
tion as directly or indirectly to eſpouſe the 
Cauſe of an abjur d Pretender, but ſeriouſly 
reflect with our ſelves that Conſcience as 
well as Intereſt beſpeak our Allegiance and 
Fidelity to his preſent Majeſtx. : 


Tis upon him and the other Branches of 
the Royal Family that next under Providence 
the preſent and future Happineſs of theſe Na- 
tions depends. Let us therefore, as Wwe have 
any Regard for our own, or the Welfare of 
future Ages; as we prize and value our Re- 
ligion, our Laws and Liberties, and deſire 
that the Bleſſings we enjoy under a Prote- 
Rant Government may be tranſmitted down 
to Poſterity, heartily and unanimouſly join in 
our Endeavours to prevent and diſappoint 
the Deſigns of all thoſe who have an III- will 
againſt his preſent Majeſty, and are er, 
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diſturbing and overturning the Government 
which is fo happily eſtabliſh'd among us. 


Let us all in dur ſeveral Stations and Capa- 
cities ſtudy to be peaceable and quiet; let us 
not only in Words declare it, but by our out- 

ward Actions ſhew that we are truly faithful 

and loyal Subjects: Let us religiouſly obſerve 
that Security which we have given to the Go- 
vernment, and then we need not fear but that 
Providence, which already has in many won- 
derful Inſtances preſerv'd our Church and Na- 
tion, will ſtill continue to defend and protect 
us in the Enjoyment of our Civil as well as Re- 
ligious Rights; and ſo direct the Councils and 
bleſs the Endeavours of His Sacred Majeſty 
King GEORGE, that not only we of this 
preſent Generation, but alſo our lateſt Poſteri- 
ty ſhall reap the Benefits, and feel the happy 
Influence of his wiſe and juſt Adminiſtration. 
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